How to Write a Land Acknowledgment

Often spoken at the beginning of a public event, land acknowledgments are a formal way of
recognizing the Indigenous stewards of a specific territory, their ancestors, and communities.
Delivering a land acknowledgment demonstrates how an individual or group is identifying the
traditional territories they reside upon while also showing gratitude to Indigenous Peoples and
disrupting European-centric narratives.

Adapted from Trent University

Particularly in cellular agriculture, an industry focused on building a more sustainable food
system, it is important that we ground ourselves in the notion that food is not just a form of
sustenance, but has cultural and environmental significance in a reciprocal relationship with the
land - something that Indigenous Peoples have historically understood but settler society is just
coming to understand. Below are some resources to help you with writing your own land
acknowledgment.

On the Importance of Land Acknowledgment

1. Hayden King
2. Local Love

Introductory Resources

1. Care about Climate
2. Native Governance Centre
3. Trent University

Region Specific Resources

1. Map of Treaties
2. The Canadian Encyclopedia

As mentioned in these resources, when going to write your own land acknowledgment, do take
the time to learn about the specifics of the Indigenous communities whose land you reside on.
Canada’s Indigenous Peoples are diverse and should be respected as such.

Additionally, after learning about the history of your region, think about what acknowledging
the land means for you specifically, either in relation to the work you do, your interests or your
personal experiences.


https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/redrawing-the-lines-1.4973363/i-regret-it-hayden-king-on-writing-ryerson-university-s-territorial-acknowledgement-1.4973371
https://locallove.ca/issues/what-are-land-acknowledgements-and-why-do-they-matter/#.YbFSNPHMLpA
https://www.careaboutclimate.org/blog/five-steps-to-writing-a-land-acknowledgement
https://nativegov.org/news/a-guide-to-indigenous-land-acknowledgment/
https://www.trentu.ca/teaching/how-do-land-acknowledgment
https://native-land.ca/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en?gclid=Cj0KCQiAzMGNBhCyARIsANpUkzPCaa4OF7u_pSw76JIVFoKQAJpCM6wRcT9pJwb-qPRATixLwN2bkQIaArQNEALw_wcB

